
 

NEXT MEETING 

Feb 8, 6:30PM Commu-

nity Building 

  

 Babylon—Feb 12th 

  

 

See Page 12 for De-

tails 

Inside this issue: 

President’s Message 1 

 Ride Story 2 

 Ride Pictures 3-4 

Business Donors 5 

Mountain Manners 7-8 

Meeting Minutes                           10-11 

Calendar—Hat of  the month 12 

February 8th 

Meeting at the Commu-

nity Bldg 6:30PM 

  

Back Country Horsemen of  Utah —Southwest  Chapter  

Greetings fellow back country riders and 

supporters. With the new year there has been 

a change in the Southwest chapter’s officers. 

There are some pretty big shoes to fill. Thank 
you, Paul Sloane and Freddy Dunn, for all 

the years of service and continued guidance. 
We are changing things up a little. Our 

mission is to protect trails on public lands. 

We are not a riding club, although we do 

have our monthly rides to commune with 

other members and explore new or revisit 

favorite trails. We are a service organization. 

To that end I would like to set a focus work 

projects this year. The Pine Valley corals 

have been and continue to be our major 
concern. Right now, we are waiting to get 

final approvals from the Forest Service to 

start with the installation of a coral at two 

campsites, either replacing an old wooden 

coral, installing a new steel coral where none 

exists or add a steel unit with an existing 

wooden unit. The long-term goal is for two 

steel corals at each campsite – a multi-year 

plan. 
Thanks to our generous donors (be sure to 

verbally thank them when you shop at 

those on the list elsewhere in the 

newsletter) and exceptional turnout for the 

annual fund raiser we are in an outstanding 

position to finance work projects. We are 

looking for your ideas and suggestions. 

Signage about trail etiquette is very doable. 

Step overs and hitching rails – where are 

they needed? We have a committee 

looking for your ideas. 
What would draw you to attend our 

meetings (2nd Tuesday of the month)? 

Perhaps an educational event or guest 

speaker? We have a committee looking for 

your suggestions. Perhaps how to use the 

All Trails ap? Please come on February 8 

with your ideas of email me at 

Lhokana@tdsmail.com and I will pass it 

along. 

A topic that was tabled to the February 

meeting is whether or not we should have a 

policy about guests on the monthly rides. 

These are supposed to be for members – 

when you joined/renewed you signed a 

release of liability. Guests have to sign one 
at the ride. A member bringing a friend to 

the ride is a great way to introduce them to 

BCHSW, with the expectation they will 

hopefully join. And bringing an out-of-

town guest is just simply hospitable and 

fine. But we are not a riding club and 

repeat “local” guests goes against that 

philosophy. What’s your opinion? 

Members approved the motion to say the 

Pledge of Allegiance at the beginning of 

the monthly meeting. I hope you’ll join us 

Happy Trails, Lin 

  January 2022 

From the Presidents Saddle 

 Membership Application                  13 

Marking the trails for our members 

Monthly Ride! 

mailto:Lhokana@tdsmail.com


Page  2 January 2022 

 BCH Ride at Gunlock Reservoir 

By 

Tresa Downey 

January 8, 2022 

The first BCHU Southwest Chapter ride of the year took place on Saturday January 8th. Pre-existing and new mem-

bers (with a couple extra tagalongs) met on a spacious shoulder of the highway near the trailhead in Gunlock. 

There was ample space for trailer parking and pre-ride preparations. Freddy Dunn was the trail-boss and set clear 

expectations for safety at the commencement of the ride. There were 26 riders total, a large number according to 

seasoned members of the chapter. Riders were all ages, and they were mounted on a variety of equids.                

The Riders were: Richard Boschee, Freddy & Larry Dunn, Amy Matzen, Betty Erickson, Tandy & Bonnie Andreason, 

Ann Guhman, Tom Hatch, Robern Brown, Patti Steele, Cindy Mercer, Aspen Rider, Deja Schweitzer, Danzel Miner, 

Tia Duvall, Mike & Kathy Duvall, Val & Duane Schmutz, Tammy Engeness, Amilia & Julie Goodrich, and Tresa 

Downey.  We are missing a couple of names and to those riders we apologize and hope include you next time. 

There were no dogs following along on this ride. I counted mules and donkeys, quarter horses, morgans, mustangs, 

thoroughbreds, fox trotters, tennessee walkers, and others of all sizes and colors. The pace was slow, and the 10 

mile ride took approximately 5 hours start to finish. This allowed plenty of time for riders to become acquainted 

with each other.  

It was a beautiful, clear day for a ride and the temperature ranged from about 55-60* F. There was a bit of a wind-

chill at the top, but nothing too bad. The ride climbed and dropped in elevation equally and wasn’t too strenuous 

at any point. The footing varied from sandy to rocky, and the most technical part of the ride was early on when go-

ing through a slot canyon. This was an incredible experience as the horses were allowed to pick their way through 

the tricky path with vertical sandstone walls close by on either side. The ride continued to the west along a fence 

line for a while, then dropped down to a dry wash where the riders spread out to stretch their legs and have a pic-

nic. Some horses were held in hand, some hobbled, and some were tied to trees. For the duration of this ride there 

were no mountain bikes, ATVs or hikers encountered, but two or three individual vehicles off roading came and 

went.  

To my knowledge, there were no spooked horses or unseated riders, and only one horseshoe thrown. What a 

blessing! The stunning views of our lovely southern Utah and the clear high desert air melt away the stress and 

pressure of everyday life. All I have to do is remember the red stone, the juniper forest, and the mighty Pine Moun-

tain in the distance to the north and I’m right back with a smile on my face. Any day you get to take your rig out 

and ride your horse is a banner day in my book!  
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Volunteer Hours – What Agency? 

At our January meeting, we brought up reporting Volunteer Hours on the www.bchutah.org website.  There is a 

very easy questionnaire that you fill out.  However, some folks expressed indecision as to the Question: What 

Agency?  There is a list of about 10 agencies to pick from so I’m going to make a list here of what you should an-

swer to that for our area.   

Your work is in:      Agency benefited  

Snow Canyon                     State Parks 

Red Mountain                     BLM 

Pine Valley       Forest Service 

Red Cliffs Desert Reserve     BLM 

Harrisburg       BLM 

Kolob        National Parks 

Whatever work you do is greatly appreciated and we need to have it reported.  Please don’t hesitate to ask me 

or Lin Hokana.  If all else fails, just put ‘Other’.  But please, get that service work on record.  Thanks Freddy 



 

 Page 5 January 2022 

 

   

Business Donors to 2021 Fund Raiser 

Anita at Woof – Equine Massage 

Ascend Chiropractic – Dr. Condor 

ATV & Jeep Adventure Tours – 

 

BioMane 

Bryce Valley Ranch and RV Park - Sherri & Pete 

Candy Quilter 

Desert Grooming – Jackie Roberts 

Desert Vet – Alan Bice DVM 

Dixies State Book Store 

Equine Supply 

Equus Magnificus German Horse Muffins 

Essential Health Solutions 

Express Lube – W. Sunset Blvd. - Justin – owner 

Fabulous Freddy’s 

Fish Rock Grille 

Harmon’s in Washington - Kevin Bushnell, MGR 

Holistic Health Car Chiropractic – Graf 

Hurst Ace Hardware - Jared Hurst, MGR 

IFA – St George 

J Rex Hoof Trimming 

Kayenta Center for the Arts 

Laub Cubes 

Ledges Golf Course 

Lonny Boys – Jeanne - Mgr 

Lund Hair- Cheyenne Lund 

M & S Turquiose 

Mrs. Pastures Horse Cookies 

Olive Garden – Heather Hafner , MGR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The highest form of showing appreciation to a business is to do business with them! Since we are relying upon gener-
ous gifts from our business sponsors, we need to not only do business with them but to express our appreciation to 
them as we do business for their generous sponsorship of our fund raising. 
 
So… please do be loyal to our sponsors AND do mention to the manager of these establishments each time you do 

business with them as to how much we appreciate their loyalty and generous giving to assist us in maintaining trails 

in Southern Utah. 

Baby blankets, Casserole Carrier, Potato bag – Carrie Forbes 

Continued Page 6 
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Open Road E-Bikes – Sales & Rentals – David Parduhn – Owner 

Redmond Products 

Rose Nails 

Ruby’s Inn - Lance Syrett MGR 

Southwest Vision – Dr Paul Gooch 

Sportsmans Warehouse – Donovan, MGR 

State Street Salon – Suann – Owner 

Stephen Wade Ram - Jay Holcomb , MGR 

Steve Turner Leather Craft 

Sunset Therapeutic Massage – Randall Spencer – Owner 

Tagg N Go 

Tuacahn Center for the Arts – Donation Coordinator 

Editors Notes 

For the past seven years I was serving in a dual role, President and Editor so all my comments came under 

the Presidents Saddle message on the front page of the NL. Now that Lin is President, the front page is 

reserved for Lin alone. 

I will  have  an editors notes section somewhere in the newsletter.  I have accepted the position of Public 

Lands Representative for our chapter which is a committee level not an officer. 

The only comments I would like to make this early in the year is that I have enjoyed being the newsletter 

editor Since April 2011 and hope to continue.  I just looked at the April 2011 newsletter to see what the 

hot subject of the moment was.  Guess What! It was the Equestrian Campground in Pine Valley, not much 

has changed in the past 10 years.  As I was typing this message I received an email from Charity Jessop 

with the USFS and Lance Clever who was also at our Dutch Oven Dinner has been assigned the Equestrian 

Campground project.  Charity is looking forward to getting something going this summer. 

Welcome NEW MEMBERS:   Allison Owen,  Sarah Ewing, & Tresa Downey, who’s membership included 

her Mother Julie Goodrich.  At last count before the end of the year we had 94 memberships, with the 3 

new memberships that would bring us up to 97 memberships for 2021.  Great job everyone! 

That was the good news!, now we need to renew our memberships in 2022 so please do so if you have 

not already done so.  The chapter is doing great and we need you to keep it great.  Isn’t it a great feeling 

to belong to something so positive and uplifting, and knowing you are a part of great accomplishments. 
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Utah Requirements for the Sale and Movement of Livestock 

Brand Inspection Requirements for 
Horses 
1. It is recommended but not required that horse owners record a brand with the state and have their horses 

branded. A freeze brand may be more eye appealing and less painful than the hot iron brand, but either will 
work. 

2. Brand inspections are required by law. Get a brand inspection certificate issued by a department in-

spector, even if the horse is not branded, when: 

A. Changing ownership. 

B. Leaving the state. This requirement may be met by obtaining: 

a. 72-hour travel inspection; cost $20.00 (one-way) up to 10-head; Then $2.00 per head after the first ten 

b. Yearly travel inspection; cost $25.00 

c. Lifetime travel permit (honored in all states and Canada; good for lifetime of horse); Cost: First horse 

$55.00; each additional $35.00 per head 

C. When traveling anywhere within the state, always carry proof of ownership. This may include:  

a. Brand inspection certificate or auction invoice showing where you purchased the animal. A bill of sale will 

not be accepted as proof of ownership. 

b. Wallet-size brand card matching brand of horse. 

c. Lifetime or yearly travel permit. 

d. If you are transporting horses belonging to someone other than yourself, carry written permission from 

owner. 

Babylon Ride  
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Back Country Horsemanship (BCHA) Southwest Chapter 
Meeting Minutes 1-11-21 

(Abridged to fit the newsletter) 
 

Those Present: Freddy Dunn, Larry Dunn, Pat Wilson, Norma Moss, Kathy McGann, Paul Sloane, Tammy Enge-
ness, Steve Julian, Deja Schweitzer, Terry Carlson, John West, Jarice Butterfield, Lin Hokana, Jeanette Blasdell 
 
Call to Order: Lin Hokana President 
 
Introductions 
 
Minutes: Motion approved to accept the October and November meetings minutes. 
 
Treasurer’s Report - Jeanette Blasdell and Freddy Dunn (outgoing treasurer): 

Net Income to date: $7,125.55 compared to $932.07 in 2021 
 

January 9, 2022 to date income: $1,952.94 compared to $806.47 in 2021 
There has been an increase in membership, donations and fundraising activities have contributed to the 
ending balance increase. Motion approved to accept the Treasurer’s Report 

 
Old Business: 

 Pine Valley Corral Project: No update. 
 
 

 Emergency Evacuation Plan: No update. 
 
 

 BCHSW Stationary and New Business Cards: Stationary for the organization is available. Business cards 
for chapter officers are forthcoming if not yet disseminated. 

 
 

 BCHSW Annual Dinner and Fund Raising Event: A donor card from IFA has a zero balance when recipi-
ent attempted to use it – the manager honored it. He was thanked. Thank you cards were sent to all donors. 

 
 
 
New Business 

 24 BCHSW hats from State: BCHUtah furnished each chapter 24 hats with state logo and chapter names 
on them. The first 24 people that show up at the next chapter meeting will receive one. 

 
 

 BCHU LOGO for Apparel: Motion approved that one particular member can have a large logo embroidered 
on the apparel whereas all other members that earned the privilege will have the small logo. 

 
 

 Pledge of Allegiance: Motion approved to say the Pledge of Allegiance at BCHSW meetings. 
 
 

 Change of Bank Accounts to Cache Valley: Motion approved to change the bank for the organization to 
Cache Valley Bank. Deja will help with the change process. Jarice will print out minutes, sign them and forward 
them to Lin so that this change can be initiated ASAP. 

 

 Appointment to Committees and Positions: 

 Representation at State BCH Meetings: John West 
 

 Liaison to local public lands agencies: Paul Sloane 
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 Fund Raising Committee: Lin Hokana, Deja Schweitzer and John West 
 

 Education Committee: Freddy Dunn and Kathy McGann 
 

 Work Projects: Jeanette Blasdell and Deja Schweitzer 
 

 Chapter Bylaws: Lin Hokana, Freddy Dunn, John West, Paul Sloane 
 
 

 Brand Inspections: Freddy shared that you must have a brand inspection to travel within Utah and to travel 
in and out of the state; the requirements and how to obtain one will be sent out by Freddy Dunn. John West of-
fered to organize a group brand inspection event for our members. 

 

 BCHA Volunteer Hours Reporting Guidelines: Lin Hokana provided guidelines regarding volunteer hours 
reporting on the BCHUtah.org website. Freddy and Lin will craft an article regarding the guidelines for the news-
letter. The website is: www.BCHutah.org 

 

 Pedestrian Bridge Going In Confluence Park: A bridge is being constructed over the Virgin River at Conflu-
ence Park. Paul and Freddy indicated that they made a contact and requested that it be equestrian friendly; they 
were responsive but there are still may be potential issues related to horses crossing with the bridge. It was sug-
gested that “stepovers’ be replaced (16”x60”). Paul will connect with the Confluence Park personnel overseeing the 
bridge construction and suggest that BCHSW engage in providing appropriate equine accommodations. 
 

 Horse/Bicycle Snow Canyon State Park: There was an incident on the Snow Canyon State Park trail where a 
bicyclist became hostile and was not respectful towards the horses and riders. Freddy notified the Park manage-
ment. There are some minimal safety signs regarding equines. More signage is needed. Freddy also suggested 
BCHSW can do a presentation for the Southern Utah Bicycle Alliance. More information may follow. 
 

 Updated MOU btw BCHA and the Forest Service: Lin explained the new MOU between the US Forest Service 
and BCHA. 
 

 Reimbursement for State Meeting: Motion approved to reimburse Freddy for travel costs of $141.31 to attend 
the state meeting in November. 
 

 Allowing Non Members to Join Chapter Rides: Some local folks show up more than one time but do not join; 
other persons from out of town join once in a while. It was proposed that this be addressed in the organization’s bi-
laws and that the organization come up with reasonable rules that protect the organization but still allow some level 
of visitors to join rides that are not members. There was no decision 
made and this was tabled to the next meeting. 
 

 Calendaring of Events: Tentative ride dates and locations for the 
next 12 months were proposed. See Ride Date in the newsletter for cur-
rent ride. 

Natural Hoof Care    

Barefoot Trimming 

 

 

Jay B. Rex 229-1891 

http://www.BCHutah.org
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Calendar of Events 
Ride February 12th at Babylon 

This trail ride is a 9 mile loop and is rated difficult. Time expected in the saddle 3.5-4 hours at a 
quarter horse walk. There are several technical sections of sandstone rock with several high step
-downs, “bush whacking” through deep sand and tamarisk, and several river crossings with steep 
embankments. Experienced horseman and horses is recommended. This is beautiful trail that 
has a little bit of everything! It connects to other trails and takes you to several wonderful 
landmarks. This trail takes place in the Red Cliffs Desert Preserve so off-leash dogs are not 

allowed. Please be tacked and ready to ride at 10:00 a.m., bring water, lunch and a hat. 

Directions to the Toquerville Mine Trailhead: Traveling north on I-15 take Leeds exit 22, (traveling 
south on I-15 take Leeds exit 23, then turn left onto Silver Reef Rd). Turn left unto Main Street, 
travel all the way through Leeds (2.2 miles if coming from the south), turn right onto 900 N Rd., 
travel 1.9 miles to the Toquerville Mine Trailhead. A portion of this road is a sand hill and you will 

need a good a 4-wheel drive truck especially when leaving after the ride. 

The parking lot is not especially large, please consider trailer-pooling if possible and do If 
you have any questions please feel free to contact Deja Schweitzer at 435-669-2759    
Do not bring a large LQ trailer. 3-Horse trailers and moderate size livestock trailers 

are fine.  

See pictures on page 9 

  

Hat of the Month! 

 Sported by: Val Schmutz 

Chapter contacts 

President: Lin Hokana                             209-790-9022

                 lhokana@tdsmail.com 

Vice President: John West                     678-361-0999

                     johntaylorwest@gmail.com 

Secretary: Jarice Butterfield                    805-368-2132 

                                    bjarice@aol.com 

Treasurer: Jeanette Blasdell                   818-415-1305

                 jzblasdell@gmail.com 

Newsletter: Paul Sloane          632-7642 

               psloane@infowest.com 

Media/Public Relations:                                                     

Deja Schweitzer                      669-2759        

        dejaschweitzer@gmail.com 

Website: www.bchutah.org—click on Southwest link
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BACK COUNTRY HORSEMEN OF UTAH—Southwest Chapter 

PO Box 3174,  St. George, UT  84771  

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

New Membership:________ Renewal:__________ 

NAME/S: 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

*Please list names for family membership.  Children over 18 may be included in family membership or join as individual 
members. 

ADDRESS: 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE NUMBERS:   

Home:_________________________  Work:_________________________ 

Cell:__________________________  Fax:__________________________ 

OTHER HORSE/MULE ASSOCIATIONS YOU BELONG TO: 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS:______________________________________________________ 

Liability Release:  (MUST BE SIGNED)  

Recognizing the fact that there is a potential for an accident wherever horse/mule use is involved, which can cause injuries 
to horses/mules, riders and spectators and also recognizing the fact that Back Country Horsemen of Utah, including units, 
officers, directors, or members cannot always know the condition of trails or the experience of riders or horses/ mules taking 
part in trail rides or other BCHU functions, I do hereby release the above named from any claim or right for damages which 
might occur to me, my minor children or horses/mules. 

By signing this release, I/WE recognize the following Utah State Law, *UCA 78-27b* Limitations on liability for Equine and 
Livestock Activities.*  It shall be presumed that participants in equine or livestock activities are aware of and understand 
that there are inherent risks associated with these activities. *Inherent risk* with regard to equine or livestock activities 
means those dangers or conditions, which are an integral part of equine or livestock activities.  The equine activity sponsor 
is not liable for those inherent risks.  If you are unwilling to assume these risks for yourself or for those under your 
supervision, you should not participate in these activities. 

Signed:____________________________________________Date:________________ 

Signed:____________________________________________Date:________________ 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO BCHU:Individual:  $30.00; Family:  $40.00; Patron:  $100.00 to $299.00; 

Benefactor:  $300.00+ 

Southwest Chapter Newsletter 
P.O. Box 3174 
St. George, UT 84771 


